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The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, 
And as he preached, he moved briskly about the platform, 
 Jerking the mike cord as he went. 
     Then he moved to one side, 
Getting wound up in the cord and nearly tripping before jerking it again. 
     After several circles and jerks, 
A little girl in the third pew leaned toward her mother and whispered, 
 "If he gets loose, will he hurt us?"
�
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november  BIRTHDAYS





  3  max jackson


  5  nancy anderson


  8  Bob Kennemer, Katie Kowaski


  9  Theda Peterson


 11  Judy Staser


 15  Anna Box


 16  Soni fair


 20  Billie Gaddy


 25  Kay Jones


 26  Cynthia Richie


�





FORT  WESTERN


FALL  SECTIONAL


NOVEMBER  20-22, 2009





Held at NEW! Location


� HYPERLINK "http://maps.yahoo.com/" \l "mvt=m&lat=32.740801&lon=-97.365272&zoom=16&q1=3400%2520Burnett%2520Tandy%2520Dr%252C%2520Fort%2520Worth%252C%2520TX%252076107" \o "Click for Yahoo Map of location...." �CULTURAL DISTRICT BANQUET CENTRE�


275 University Dr  


Fort Worth, TX  76107


817 810-0888
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Students Choose Bridge As Semester Elective


Twelve Emory/Weiner (Houston, TX) middle schoolers selected bridge as their activity of choice for the fall semester. Their volunteer instructors, from the local unit of The American Contract Bridge League (Unit 174) are Betsy DuBose and Susan Edwards.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.acbl.org/assets/images/news/emory_weiner.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


One year, a husband decided to buy his mother-in-law a�cemetery plot as a Christmas gift.�The next year, he didn't buy her a gift.��When she asked him why, he replied, "Well, you still haven't used the gift I bought you last year!"  And that's how the fight started.....


�


On the way back from a Cub Scout meeting, my grandson asked my son the question. 'Dad, I know that babies come from mommies' tummies, but how do they get there in the first place?' he asked innocently. After my son hemmed and hawed awhile, my grandson finally spoke up in disgust. 'You don't have to make something up, Dad.  It's OK if you don't know the answer.'


�





If one has several defensive tricks in his hand when play begins and they are held too long, then one will be either squeezed or end-played.  This sometimes requires the opening leader to lead a bare ace rather than leading away from that ace or a king.  Cashing those tricks early at least means one gets them.





REMOVAL OF ENTRIES: Removal of entries� XE "Removal of entries" \b � is a technique that can be disastrous if it hinders you from cashing tricks due to you.  Of course, the latter is much more important on defense.  However, in the absence of defensive tricks, then removal of opponent’s entries is essential to the defense if it prevents declarer from establishing a running suit.  This removal also includes dummy’s trumps that might potentially be used to ruff losers in declarer’s hand.





OUT-CARDS:  Be cognizant of untimely removal of your or partner’s “out-cards� XE "out cards" \b �”. When either of your side gets in, and out- cards have already been played, a new suit has to be broken.  Breaking a new suit must be avoided at all times when the threat of a running suit does not exist.  If the threat DOES exist, then defensive tricks must be developed early of which usually requires aggressive action.  This cognizance also includes the art of holding onto potential out-cards until such time they mature and actually become out-cards, e.g., a suit that dummy is void of becomes an out-card suit when dummy’s trumps are gone.





SIGNALING:� XE "SIGNALING\:" �  Mike Lawrence gives three messages that one can signal to partner with the cards he plays. 


You can give an attitude signal saying you like or dislike what he is doing. 


You can give a count signal telling him how many cards you have in a particular suit. 


And you can give a suit preference signal telling him indirectly which suit you would like him to shift to. 


Most experts will use these messages in the order given, Attitude, Count, and then Suit Preference.  You can faithfully follow all three in a given hand but the interpretations of a card played always follows this order unless otherwise agreed upon with partner.  If your card holding permits, you can give attitude and count with the play of two cards.  For example, if your hand contained four small cards in the suit led, you can first play the second lowest the first play and then the lowest card the next play.  Also, remember, if declarer is initiating the play, then your priority should be count rather than attitude.  If your partner is initiating the play, then your carding should be attitude first, then count.


 What sort of defensive signaling� XE "defensive signaling" \b � should one use?  There are several: standard, odd/even, upside down, Lavinthal� XE "Lavinthal" \b �, Smith & Foster echo� XE "Smith & Foster echo" \b �, etc.  Which of these are best?  Most players prefer standard and therein lays a distinct disadvantage.  Everyone knows what all others are doing.  Those that do not truthfully signal according to their agreement, are taking the chance that partner will never know when their signals are truthful.  Thus, everyone at the table may be fooled and the defender has gained nothing.  





The best convention to use is the one least known by the opponents for three reasons.  First, many players just assume that the defense is using standard carding.   Second, many players completely ignore defensive signals.  Third, if the opponent never asks about carding or never checks your card, he is completely unaware of what your signaling means.    





As discussed in Chapter III standard discarding poses a problem that is solved by using odd/even or upside/down carding.  Signaling with high spots can sometimes result in the loss of a trick.  Upside/down signaling have a distinct advantage over standard and a slight advantage over odd/even in this regard.  However, odd/even appears to be superior to the other two with its capability of immediately signaling the suit to switch.





What type of discard system is best?  Two popular systems are Odd/Even� XE "Odd/Even" \b � and Lavinthal� XE "Lavinthal" \b �.  Since the play of an odd card in a suit is encouraging, then the play of an even card indicates which suit to switch.  With Lavinthal, the first discard discourages the lead of that suit and a high or low card played identifies the suit to switch.  Either system will identify the suit to continue.
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PRACTICE COURTESY!











Grady's Bridge Corner


More on Defense:





FINNESSED� XE "FINNESSED" �:  Do you get irritated when your partner makes a lead that finesses you� XE "finesses you" \b � out of an honor?  When this happens, you must remember:





Partner has to lead something and this lead may be the best he has.


If your honor can be finessed, then declarer is likely to take that finesse as a normal line of play.


Trust your partner that the lead he makes has been well thought out.


Do not make the mistake of ducking, for partner is expecting you to play “third-hand-high”.  He may not have anything in the suit but it may be important to unveil strength in that suit.


CASHING ACES:� XE "CASHING ACES\:" \b �  Should I take my ace?  This depends upon the bid level and the nature of arriving there.  The decision is dynamic in the sense that so much depends upon the bidding, opening lead and the declarer’s line of play.  For example, if the board possesses K-J-X and you hold the A, and you are not in slam, you duck declarer’s lead toward that suit hoping that partner holds the queen.  If in slam, then you must consider loosing your ace if ducked.  You must decide how many tricks in that suit declarer needs to make his slam.  If it is two, then you duck.  If you decide it is only one, you have no choice but to cash the ace.





Do not be quick to take your ace upon the lead toward the board containing a king or queen in that suit.  Unless partner has a singleton, you should never cash the ace for it usually sets up two tricks for the declarer in that suit when he deserves only one trick.  There are exceptions to this, of course.  If a running suit has been set up, and declarer can discard the remainder of his cards in the suit of your ace; then you must take your ace immediately lest you lose it.  Again, one must evaluate the information at hand and use judgment to make an effective decision.





When declarer is in a distributional contract, you may not score your ace if not taken early.  In this type contract, should one ever under-lead an ace?  The danger of losing it is great and should be avoided.  Sometimes it is very effective because it is unexpected, and declarer may misplay the suit.  Just like any other lead, there are advantages as well as disadvantages.  The only sensible thing is to use judgment based on the information at hand.





Everyone, at one time or another has been end played.  An effective strategy to avoid this is to spend your high cards early but not foolishly.  Same principle applies for squeezes.  Make sure you inform your partner of your holding so that partner is less likely to be squeezed, i.e., if you can protect a suit, then signal partner of such. Otherwise, your only workable strategy is to pay attention and be alert.





HOLD-UP PLAY:  When defending against a notrump contract, it is usually proper technique to hold-up� XE "hold-up" \b � on taking your ace when declarer is attempting to set up a 5-card or longer suit.  This is especially true if the hand containing the long suit has no outside entry.  This is also effective in a suit-contract when dummy has no outside entry.  Is it always successful to hold-up?  Of course, judgment must be used considering the distribution, the line-of-play, partner’s signals, etc.  Further, holding onto your ace sets you up for a squeeze or endplay when you have an outside honor in another suit.  When this occurs, sometimes frequently, one is remorseful for not cashing his ace.





SQUEEZE AND END PLAYS� XE "SQUEEZE AND END PLAYS" �:  A defense against these two types of plays is simply stated; “spend your high cards early in the play of the hand!”  The difficult part is in determining when to do this.  If one has several defensive tricks in his hand when play begins and they are held too long, then one will be either squeezed or end-played.  This sometimes requires the opening leader to lead a bare ace rather than leading away from that ace or a king.  Cashing those tricks early at least means one gets them.
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 ARLINGTON        





MASTERPOINT CLUB RACE





Mon PM ~ Stratified Open & 0-749er


   1    12.38  Gary Neisler�   2     8.97  Dee Berg,  Sam Long�   4     8.38  Peggy McCormick�   5     6.69  Betty Boring, Liz Hutchison�   7     5.91  David Pearlman�   8     5.87  John Cisman,  Steve Wilson





Tues PM ~ Stratified Open ~ Overfield


   1     9.27  Bill White�   2     8.78  Martha Landis, Charles Krause�   4     6.01  Gary Neisler�   5     5.77  Melody Gann�   6     5.00  Becky Price�   7     4.31  Nancy Peterson�   8     4.11  Roy Walker�   9     3.50  Bryan Morgan   





 Wed AM ~ Stratified Open & 0-749


   1     7.32  Ann Curry�   2     6.88  Bill White�   3     6.27  Nelle Hixson�   4     5.97  Donna & Joe Dean�   6     4.82  Mary Chaney�   7     4.72  Sue Boosa, Karen Fallman�   9     4.34  Dee Berg, Sam Long





Wed PM ~ 0-299er ~ Jimmy Reynolds


 1     6.65  Marcella Weyandt,  Pamela Rowen


 3     5.85  Dorothy &  Buzz Hensel


 5     5.33  Jeff Newman� 6     5.02  Carole Findlay,  Melba Clark� 8     4.77 Joyce &  Robert Seifert�   


Thurs AM ~ Stratified Open ~ Overfield


   1     3.20  Bill White,  Francis Chang�   3     2.59  M. Birmingham,  Donald Pigg�   5     2.44  Sam Long, Dee Berg�   7     2.16  Karen Fallman,  Sue Boosa�   9     2.15  Anne Lidiak       





Thurs  PM ~ 0-999er ~ Chuck Burke


   1     6.28  Mary Ellen Stanton�   2     5.89  Helen Nelson�   3     5.75  Mickey Tryon�   4     5.38  Glen Terrell�   5     4.94  Becky & Clifton Vance�   7     4.93  Kevin Pheiffer�   8     3.97  Michael Purkiss,  Bill Strange





Fri  AM ~ Stratified Open ~ Martin


   1     4.49  Bill White�   2     3.34  Dee Berg�   3     2.64  Joyce Journey�   4     2.17  Francis Chang�   5     1.94  Sam Long�   6     1.63  Anne Lidiak, Karen Fallman�   8     1.52  Catherine Hopkins�   9     1.13  Dorothy Moore, Dorothy Hensel





 Fri  PM ~ Stratified Open ~ Dee Berg


   1     4.08  Hugh Hillaker�   2     3.82  Steve Hibbard�   3     3.47  Gary Neisler�   4     3.17  Steve Shirey,  Charlotte Krupp�   6     2.94  Mary Orock,  Billy Leeper�   8     2.88  Mary Ann White�   9     2.60  Peggy McCormick


 


 Sun PM ~ Stratified Open ~  Gann


   1     4.34  Gary Neisler,  John McConnell�   3     3.18 Gretchen &  Wiltie Creswell�   5     3.16  Jimmy Reynolds�   6     3.03  Jack Muzzio,  David Pearlman�   8     2.94  Bill White�  9     2.50  Linda Spangler













































































FORT WORTH





MASTERPOINT CLUB RACE





Monday AM ~ Studio  ~ 299 & 999





Monday 12:30pm ~ YMCA ~  Hoger ~ Open


1   5.39  Carolyn & Stan Powell


3   4.87  Gene Britton,  Steve Shirey


5   3.56   Billy Leeper


6   3.16   WMS


7   3.00   Susan O'Neil, Jim Chaffee


9   2.50      Mary Orock





Monday Nite ~ Studio ~ Shirey ~ 0-1000


1   7.67   Francis Chang


2   6.04   Carol Scott, Pat Caldwell


4   5.54   Kathy Coleman


5   4.37   Billie McMahan


6   3.90   Mary Jo Pettit


7   3.80   Barbara Traphagen


8   3.33   Charles Burke


9   3.27   Michael Childs





Tues AM ~ Euless ~ Bumgardner ~ Open


1.    2.74    Denese &  Richard Hinde


3.    2.30    William White


4.    1.93    Richard McGill


5.    1.81    Lynn Dellangelo,  Marlene Round





Tuesday 12:30 ~  Kay Jones ~ Open


1   4.83   Billy Leeper


2   3.08   Bill Ream


3   2.61   Randy Ausmus


4   2.45   Yvonne Lee, Donna Rosz


6   2,19   Cynthia Richie, J'Neane Huey


8   2.08   Nancy Anderson, Mary Giordano





Tuesday Night ~ Shirey ~ NLM & Open


1   13.34   Billy Leeper


2   10.21   Michael Heymann


3    8.39    Randy Ausmus, Linda Spangler


5    6.77    Don Cosby, Bill Strange


7    6.08    Grace & Jay Titone


9    4.62    W. Rankin





Wed 10:00am ~ Lockheed~Weltman ~ Open


1  2.67  Judy Stasser & Donna Rosz�3  2.50  Marilyn Livingston�4  2.40  Billie Gaddy�5  2.31  Randy Ausmus & Joe Harbour





Wed 12:30pm ~ Steve Shirey ~ Open


1   5.97   Billy Leeper


2   4.51   Randy Ausmus


3   3.57   Grady Fuller, Bob Sparks


5   2.75   Joe Harbour, Virginia Reinier


7   2.74   Carolyn Powell


8   2.50   Roy Walker, Louise Oliver





Wed Night ~ Max Jackson ~ Unit Game


1   4.80   Mary Orock


2   4.63   Billy Leeper


3   3.99   J'Neane Huey


4   3.92   Gary Wright


5  3.88    Michael Heymann 


6   3.28   Bill Ream


7   3.13   Julie O'Neill


8   3.00   Audrey Wright, Darlene Shirey





 �


As I was nursing my baby, my cousin's six-year-old daughter, Krissy, came into the room.  Never having seen anyone breast feed before, she was intrigued and full of all kinds of questions about what I was doing. After mulling over my answers, she remarked, 'My mom has some of those, but I don't think she knows how to use them.'
































Thurs Morning ~Euless ~ McCall ~ Open








Thurs PM ~ Washabaugh ~ Open





Thurs Night ~ ~ Carolyn Pinto ~ 0-1999





Friday PM ~ Studio ~  Hoger ~ Open


1   7.03   Steve Shirey


2   6.23   Donna Rosz


3   2.87   Francis Chang, Pat Sears


5   2.40   Michael Heymann, Mary Orock


7   2.02   Joan Williams


8   1.92   Jim Chaffee, Joe Harbour





Fri  Night ~Studio ~ Jackson ~Open


1   2.97   Linda Spangler, Randy Ausmus


3   2.39   Amy Percy


4   1.73   Billie McMahon


5   1.65   Darlene Shirey


6   1.30   Bill Ream   





Sat PM ~ Bridge Studio ~ McCall ~ Open


1   2.90  Randy Ausmus, Billy Leeper


3   2.67   Michael Goldman, Dick Simon


5   1.80   Judy Staser


6   1.68   Lauren Brown, Tom Nute


Sat Night ~ Bridge Studio ~ Huey ~ Open 


1   5.08   Norma & Jerry Brown


3   3.43   Amy Percy


4   3.00   Carolyn Pinto, Mary Hoger, Barbara


                Butler


6   2.98   Linda Spangler


7   2.92   Mary Stone, Fred Lugenheim


9   1.97   Elizabeth & Dewitt Hudson





Sun PM ~  Studio ~ McCall ~ Open


1   0.50   Olive Wood, Anna Box


3   0.49   Randy Ausmus, Tom Hughes











Out bicycling one day with my eight-year-old granddaughter, Carolyn, I got a little wistful.  'In ten years,' I said, 'you'll want to be with your friends and you won't go walking, biking, and swimming with me like you do now. Carolyn shrugged. 'In ten years you'll be too old to do all those things anyway.'














70% CLUB~ August '09


There were no 70% games reported in October, but I think Billy Leeper had at least one??





Editors Note: If you had a 70% game recently, please let me know. 


�





Working as a pediatric nurse, I had the difficult assignment of giving immunization shots to children.  One day I entered the examining room to give four-year-old Lizzie her needle. 'No, no, no!' she screamed. 'Lizzie,' scolded her mother, 'that's not polite behavior.' With that, the girl yelled even louder, 'No, thank you! No, thank you!





�
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